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St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 

Keynotes October 2021 

 

Nobody ever really likes talking about money, especially in church. But talk about money 
we must, because financial stewardship is part of what it means to be a disciple. Too 
often, religious leaders use guilt or obligation to compel people to give. I've been in 
churches like that. And maybe you've heard something like that from the pulpit here at 
Saint Peter’s. But that's just not my style. I'm not interested in tithes and offerings that 
come only from a place of guilt. That's not fun for anybody. I am interested in offering my 
own perspective on stewardship and hoping that the vision cast is one that you want to 
support. 

 

We have so many things competing for our money and our time. If I have to say no to one 
more streaming video service begging for my monthly dollars, I think I'm going blow my 
top. And that's barely scratching the surface. Our economy needs our constant spending 
in order to succeed. Which means that every day, something or somebody wants our 
money. 

 

And that's why it's all the more important to give to those things that we really believe in. 
I don't have enough disposable income to support causes I only half-heartedly endorse. I 
bet many of you find yourself in the same position. 

 

Which leads me to ask a very simple question: “Do you believe in the 
mission and ministry of Saint Peter’s?” This is the fundamental question 
for me when it comes to stewardship.  Because when we believe in 
something, we do reasonably all within our power to see it thrive and 
flourish.  As we keep moving towards Consecration Sunday on November 
7th, perhaps this question can be a beginning as you discern your 
stewardship and pledging for 2022. 

          -Chris 
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Join us for in-person Worship  
(Please remember to wear your mask!) 

Sundays 
8am in the Church (English) 
10am in the Church (English) 
12pm in the Chapel (Spanish) 

 
Wednesdays 

7am and 11am in the Chapel  

Don’t forget to keep up to date with your 2021 pledge. Balances are available by 
calling or emailing Jennifer at 946-8151 or jennifer@saintpetersnc.org. 

Also, 2022 Pledge Certificates have been mailed.  Please return on 
or before Sunday, November 7th. If for some reason you have not 
received one or have misplaced it, please call or email Jennifer at 
the church office and she will be glad to help you.  

 

Just a quick note to remind everyone that if you receive a suspicious email or 
text from church clergy or staff  asking for donations to purchase gift cards, 
send money to paypal, etc., please know that it is a scam. If you ever receive 
questionable communication which appears to be from the church or even 
fellow parishioners, please call the church office or contact the parishioner 
directly  to verify BEFORE taking any action. 252-946-8151  
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Saint Peter’s Clergy & Staff 
 

The Reverend Christopher Adams, Rector 
252-946-8151 
chris@saintpetersnc.org 
 

The Reverend Deacon Katherine Mitchell 
617-721-6614 
katherine@saintpetersnc.org 
 
Vincent Holliday  Sexton   
Sam Holt  Music Director/Organist 
Lex Mann  Treasurer  
Missy Parker  Day School Director 
Catherine Partrick Parish Secretary 
Jennifer Spivey  Parish Administrator  
Susie Taylor   Day School Director   
 

 

 
Vestry  Organization  

 
Swanson Graves-Senior Warden 

Richard Andrews-Junior Warden 

Laura Bliley-Pastoral Care 

Ken Hadley-Clerk 

Lynn Harrington-Outreach 

Ed Hodges-Stewardship 

Rachael Miller-Christian Ed & Youth 

Carol Nash-Rector Search Liaison 

Katherine Tate-Parish Life 

 

 

Our Financial Assistance Committee accepts requests from those in need of 
assistance with utilities and rent each Monday.  Donations to the Financial 
Assistance Fund support these needs and are always welcome.  Checks can be 
made payable to St. Peter’s with “FAP” in the memo line.  You can also donate 
online via the website at  saintpetersnc.org.   

 
Office Hours   

Mon-Thurs 8am-3pm, Fri 8am-12pm 
 

Giving to Saint Peter’s has never been easier! 
*Automatic Credit/Debit Card Payments 
*Gifts of Securities 
*If you are over 70 1/2, consider directing all or a portion of your RMD from your IRA to the church. 
Please check with your tax advisor to see if you would benefit from using any of these options. 
*Also, to make pledge payments or to give for any reason, you can do so from our website via the 
online giving link at www.saintpetersnc.org. 
*Mail your payment to PO Box 985, Washington, NC 27889 
If you need assistance with any of these options, email or call Jennifer Spivey at the church office. 
(946-8151, jennifer@saintpetersnc.org)  
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Please Pray For: 

Almighty God, we entrust all who are dear to us to thy never-failing care and love, for this life 

and the life to come, knowing that thou art doing for them better things than we can desire or 

pray for; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  The Book of Common Prayer. 

 

Please Pray for:  Hunter Baldree-member, Gwen Sears Cahoon-cousin of Becky Furr, Tim 
Cashion-friend of Pam & Ed Hodges, Michael Chapin-friend of Steve Nobles, William Cochran
-member, Kathryn Cooper Forrest- sister of the Coopers, Morgan Harris-friend of Betty & Bill 
Cochran, Nell Howell-friend of Betty & Bill Cochran, Jen Hudson & Robert Griffin-member & 
friend of St. Peters, Jeffrey Jakub-friend of the Marles, Betty Jarvis-member, Virginia Keech-
friend of Pam & Ed Hodges, Bill Litchfield-member, Jay Marle-member, Lynn Nash-sister-in-
law of Carol & Patrick Nash, Shay Robinson-member, David Steenbergen & family-nephew of 
Betty & Bill Cochran, Jeff & Marie Swann-friend of Pam & Ed Hodges, Mr. & Mrs. William W. 
Whitehurst, IV-relatives of Anna & Bill Rianhard, Mark Zenobia-friend of the Hadleys. 

 
 

Prayer list requests may be made by completing a prayer card from the pew rack in church or by 
calling (946-8151) or emailing the church office (communications@saintpetersnc.org).  Names will 
remain on the prayer list for 30 days. 

Our condolences are extended to: 

 the family of Athalia MacKenzie Cooper & Isabel Blount Carter Worthy. 
 Give rest, O Christ, to your servant with your saints, where sorrow and pain 

are no more, neither sighing, but life Everlasting. 

 
Stay “in the know” about the events and news in our diocese by going 
to www.diocese-eastcarolina.org, clicking on “News & Events” and 
then “News & Notes Archive” and following the instructions for 
subscribing to “News & Notes”.  You can also follow on Facebook @ 
The Episcopal Diocese of East Carolina. 

On behalf of the Eagles’ Wings, thank you for your generosity!!  You 
kindly contributed many bags and boxes filled with non-perishable 
foods for their pantry - SO appreciated by our friends who are 
hungry. 
                                 
“A generous person will prosper, whoever refreshes others will be 
refreshed.”  Proverbs 11:25 
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Help us keep in touch with you! 

Please make sure and contact the church office if you have moved, changed 
your phone number or have a new email address.   Send  

updated information to communications@saintpetersnc.org or call 946-8151.  

If you would like a “fish” neck lantern with your 
name on it, please call the church 
office at (252) 946-8151.  We’ll be 
happy to make one for you. 

 "You are never more like Jesus than when you pray for 
others." (Max Lucado) We have a dedicated prayer team at 
Saint Peters. If you want to be "one that prays for others," 
please join our team.  If you are in need of prayer for 
yourself or for someone else, you can call Laura Bliley at 
252-495-3008 and know that prayer will begin in "real 
time."  All of these requests are confidential and we are on 
call 24/7.   
It works like this: 
a. We receive a prayer request from someone in our church to my number. 
b. A text message is sent to the team with the request. 
c. The team members respond back that they have received the request and that they 
will be praying. 
d. If the requesting person provides follow-up that they would like to share with the 
team, I will provide that. 

-Help Needed - Church Yard 

Our church yard and historic cemetery are peaceful, beautiful and a 
treasure visited by many people. They also need care, a lot of care. 
Picking up debris and pulling weeds in a yard so 

large can be overwhelming, but with many hands and smaller areas the work 
becomes easy and even joyful. If we divide the yard into several specific 
areas, would you consider making a small area yours to care for? If you are 
interested in the idea, please call/text Becky Furr 704-507-6176. 
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11/1 Brianna Leal, Maribel Villeda 

11/2 Austin Rawls, Katherine Tate 

11/3 Emily Huettmann 

11/4 Ann Behar, Robert Jiminez, Patrick Nash 

11/5 Mary Carter Taylor  

11/6 Michelle Clancy, Steven Gachuz 

11/7 Autumn Keel 

11/8 Carolyn Thomas 

11/10 Austin Andrews, Bill Rianhard 

11/11 Eric Serrano 

11/12 Trenton Baldree, Sarah Gachuz 

11/13   Jackson Paul 

11/14 Cristal Gachuz 

11/15 Lachlan Stroud 

11/16 Diego Adame, JJ Jarvah 

11/17 Anne Pagnani, Leta Thompson 

11/21 Peggy Koonce 

11/23 Crane Couch, Daisy Gachuz, Ann Tyndall 

11/24 Jamie Keel, Douglas Smith 

11/25 Gayle Hudson, Ashley Padgett, Mia Pagnani, Josh Tayloe 

11/26 Valerie Simpson, Jane Small 

11/27   Josua Tavera 

11/28  Benjamin Gachuz 

11/30 Kathleen Couch 
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2022 Vestry Nominations 

If you or someone you know is or might be interested in being a 
candidate for the 2022 vestry, please contact a member of the nominating 
committee by October 31st.  Ken Hadley (252-940-8249), Rachael Miller 
(252-944-5814) or Katherine Tate (252-943-5396).  Before nominating 

someone, please talk with the individual first to make sure they are interested. We begin 
this process now to allow the nominating committee sufficient time to do their work, and 
to allow potential candidates more time to prayerfully consider their decision regarding 
the 3-year term. Thank you! 

The eligibility requirements for service on the Vestry are as follows. The nominee must be: 

1. 16 years of age or older; 

2. Be an active member of the Episcopal Church and Saint Peter’s Parish; 

3. A confirmed communicant in good standing, a regular attendee at the Eucharist; 

4. A contributor of record, actively helping to support the life and ministry of this parish. 

The Christmas Honor Card Program is returning to Saint Peter's 
this holiday season. This program provides an opportunity for Saint 
Peter's members to donate to one or more designated local, non-
profit agencies. 
 

 For each minimum donation of $5.00, participants will receive a beautiful “honor 
card” featuring the chosen agency, which can be given to family members or friends as 
a Christmas gift. This is a convenient way to do one-stop Christmas shopping and sup-
port needy agencies in our community. 
 
 This year, our local agency options are: Marion L. Shepard Cancer Center, St. 
Peter’s Financial Assistance Program, Back Pack Buddies Program, Eagle’s Wings 
and Zion Soup Kitchen & Shelter. 
 
 Look for The Christmas Honor Card Program table in the atrium beginning in 
November! 
 
  You may also call or stop by the church office to place your order.  Catherine or 
Jennifer will be happy to help you. Indicate which agency(ies) and how many of each you 
would like to support, and arrange a pick-up time. (Curbside service is available!) 
 
 We look forward to your continuing support of this important ministry.    
 
 Lynn Harrington, Outreach 
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Choir practice has begun. We meet on Wednesdays at 6:30pm in the choir room. If you 
have thought about joining the choir, please join us. All that is required is a love to sing! 
Everyone is welcome! 

 

It’s time to reorganize our bell choir, and if you are interested in ringing bells regardless 
of experience, please join us on Wednesdays at 5pm in the church. Ringing bells is fun 
for all ages. The ability to read music is helpful but not necessary to being a good ringer. 
St. Peter’s is fortunate to have a set of beautiful bells. It will be exciting to hear them 
again! 

 

Finally, I would like to explore the possibility of establishing a 
concert series for St. Peter’s as a form of outreach into the 
Washington community. If you are interested in being a part 
of a committee to discuss a series for St. Peter’s, please see me 
at church or email or text me. My email is 
sam@saintpetersnc.org. My cell is 704-438-1252.  

 
For the past ten years, St. Peter’s Church has been participating in a 
ministry called “Back Pack Buddies.”  Each school year, nutritious weekend 
food is delivered to Eastern Elementary to feed needy kindergartners.  The 
demand continues to go up—we are now sponsoring 19 children!  It has 
proven to be a joyful ministry.  The teachers see a marked improvement in 

the children’s performance and participation, the additional food helps the families who 
are struggling to provide for their children, and the children LOVE the food!  The parish 
“teams” enjoy shopping, bagging, and delivering to Eastern each week so EVERYBODY 
WINS!   

 
If you are interested in helping out with this ministry, you have two options.  You 

may make a monetary contribution by dropping off or sending a check (PO Box 985, 
Washington, NC 2788) with “BPB” on the memo line.  100% of the funds are spent on 
food. If you prefer to shop, there is also a drop-off bin located in Gardner Hall.  Both 
options are greatly appreciated!  (Individual portions make for easy and lighter packing/
carrying)  Thank you! 
 
Proverbs 11:25 A generous person will prosper; whoever refreshes others will be refreshed." 
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-Popular notecards return!  ECW is excited to once again offer two favorite note-
cards just in time to use as Christmas cards.  The first card originated as a photo-
graph taken by Pat Gertz from her house of the entrance to the church in the snow. 
The second card is a drawing by Alice Stallings of the cross in the Chapel Garden.  
Cards are 4x5 and blank on the inside.  Packages of 8 cards sell for $10.  Cards 
will be available at the ECW table in the Art Walk, as well as our cookbooks. 
 
-ECW goes global with stamps!  ECW is becoming a stamp agent.  Please save 
your stamps from your mail for us.  We have learned of a group in Florida called 
the “Alliance Stamp Ministry” that collects used stamps to sell to stamp distribu-
tors.  The proceeds go to support a publishing house in Buenos Aires, Argentina 
that writes and publishes Sunday School materials in Spanish.  These materials are 
sold in 8 Latin American countries, Spain, and the United States. 
We will put a collection box near the church office.  Cut the stamps with a 1/4”-
1/3” margin of the envelope.  Any type of postage, including torn or wrinkled 
stamps, can be used.  We hope to have a nice collection after Christmas to end and 
support this ministry. 
 
-November Bake Sale!  ECW’s Baking for the Border’s bake sale was so success-
ful (we sold out of cakes and pies!) that we are going to offer another opportunity 
to indulge.  We hope to raise funds to support our projects since we needed to 
postpone the Attic Sale.  Cakes and pies from our wonderful cooks will be for sale 
Sunday, November 21st after the 8am and 10am services.  Cakes will be $20 and 
pies $10. 
This is a great opportunity for ECW members who cannot attend our meetings to 
be involved in our activities.  Get out your favorite cake and pie recipes and de-
cide what you want to contribute. 
Please sign up on the bulletin board outside the church office by November 3rd to 
let us know what you will be donating so we can plan and purchase supplies. 
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Calling all artists!   
 PLEASE JOIN US for an Art Walk in our enchanting cemetery on Sunday, 
October 31 following the 10:00 service.  Enjoy the exhibits of fellow 
parishioners, sip some cider, and give thanks for fellowship and our talented 
friends!  This will be a nice time to gather on an Autumn morning following 
worship.  (If it rains, we’ll meet in All Saints’ Hall.) 
 
 Note: If you are interested in being part of this event as an artist/crafter/
exhibitor, we would love to have you participate!!!  Just give Catherine at call at 
church, 946-8151.   

 
Dear People of St. Peter’s Church, 
 
The last eighteen months have been a challenging time for our families, our 
communities, our nation and the entire world.  In the midst of these 
challenges, there are times when we see a need that is impossible to close our 
eyes and our hearts to.  The Afghan refugees fleeing their country with 
nothing but the clothes on their backs in order to avoid danger and find a 
better life in America is a perfect example. This humanitarian crisis calls us to 
respond with compassion and care. 
 
On behalf of the men, women and children who are now in America, but still 
in need of so much, I am extremely grateful for your kindness and support in 
assisting these refugees in finding hope as they start a new life in our country.  
Our first delivery to Fort Pickett occurred on September 28th, providing over 
70,000 items!  Your generous contribution is not only a gift to the Afghan 
refugees, but also to the aid workers and our military personnel, all of whom 
are working tirelessly to respect the dignity of the refugees. 
 
Again, thank you for your compassion and support! 
 
Sincerely, 
Kathleen Abrams 
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UTO 
-The United Thank Offering is a ministry of the Episcopal Church.  
Through UTO, all of us – men, women and children – nurture the habit of 
giving thanks to God.  These prayers of thanksgiving start when we 
recognize and name our many daily blessings. 
Saint Peter’s has designated Sunday, November 
7th, our Fall UTO Ingathering. Please use one of 
the blue boxes or one of the envelopes to make 
your donation to UTO.  All funds collected are sent 
to the Diocese for grants that address human needs 
and help alleviate poverty. 

St. Peter’s will observe All Saints’ Day on Sunday, November 
7th. You are invited to share the names of your departed loved 
ones to be read on this day. For convenience, you may email 
communications@saintpetersnc.org or call the church office 
(946-8151) with your names. Deadline for submissions is 
Tuesday, November 2nd at noon.    

 
SPC Dayschool helps Back Pack Buddies 

 
Our Back Pack Buddies at Eastern Elementary would like to 
recognize and thank the  St. Peter’s Dayschool families for 

their generosity throughout the month of October.   
The Dayschool children and teachers chose BPB as their 

“mission of the month” and kindly contributed a LOT of great 
food to cover weekend meals for their less fortunate friends.   

God bless you all and Happy Thanksgiving! 


